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No, XXXVIII.

To the EARL of GLENCAIRN,

MY   LOKD,

1 KNOW your lordship will disapprove
of my ideas in a request I am going to make to
you, but I have weighed, long and seriously
weighed, my situation, my hopes and turn of
mind., and am fully fixed to my scheme if I can
possibly effectuate it. I wish to get into the
Excise; I am told that your Lordship's interest
will easily procure me the grant from the Com-
missioners ; and your lordship's patronage and
goodness/ which have already rescued me from
obscurity, wretchedness, and exile? embolden
me to ask that interest. You have likewise put
it in my power to save the little tie of home
that sheltered an aged mother, two brothers,
and three sisters,, from destruction. There, my
lord, you have bound me over to the highest

gratitude.

My